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In this week edition, we take you all 
around the world, from Aleppo to Paris.

Our international reporter in Syria brings 
a powerful testimony on the terrible 
events hapening on the ground. The light 
is shed on children, the first victims of 
the war and too often forgetten. 

On the technology side, we take a dee-
per look into the fracking industry in the 
UK and discuss the challenges ahead in 
France.

 In our Tour de France section, we report 
on last week’s Parisians events Tech-
no Parade and Car-free Day. Will such 
events take place in Aix? Read first, and 
draw your own conclusions!

During the past week, our reporters let 
their imaginations run wild. Improbable 
death (Mrs. Le Pen’s) and resurrection 
(Mrs.Thatcher’s) are invented. Why the 
passion for political fiction? The truth in 
French politics is often as strange as, or 
stranger than, such musings. 

And finally, in this edition, you will en-
joy our reporters viewpoints on Xavier 
Nolan’s latest movie Juste la Fin du 
Monde. 

Enjoy!
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«  A good newspaper, I suppose,
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A man carries the body of an infant

DEVASTATION IN ALEPPO
DAYS OF INTENSE 
BLITZ spread death and 
destruction in the biggest 
city of Syria.  Hundreds of 
people, including dozens 
of children, have been 
reported killed. A footage 
appeared online shows 
rescuers founding the 
body of a mother with her 
arms still wrapped around 
her baby. The body of the 
woman’s young son was 
lying next to them. The 
bodies can be seen covered 
in blood and dust after 
they were buried in rubble 
during an aerial bombing. 
Then the footage shows 
civil defense workers 
carrying the body of a boy 
down from a building, 
and his dad becoming 
hysterical. The man has to 
be restrained as the body is 
taken and carried away. 

A senior official in an 
Aleppo-based rebel 
faction, the Levant Front, 
told Reuters the weapons 
appeared designed to bring 

down entire buildings. 
“God knows which 
building will collapse. 
Most of the victims are 
under the rubbles”, he 
said. 

As the search for survivors 
becomes increasingly 
desperate, there is not 
enough workers to cover 
this amount of catastrophe. 
The attack has drawn on 
ordinance more destructive 
than anything previously 
used against the area, and 
many buildings have been 
destroyed, according to 
the residents. Images of 
blasted sites show craters 
several meters wide and 
deep. 

The major offensive 
launched by the Syrian 

government to take back 
the city is said being 
pushed up by Russian air 
strikes. 

Samantha Power, the US 
ambassador to the UN, 
accused the Kremlin of 
“barbarism, not counter-
terrorism.” The Syrian 
army assures it is targeting 
rebel positions in the 
city and denies hitting 
civilians. Some 250,000 
civilians remain trapped in 
the besieged city. Unicef’s 
Justin Forsyth said: 
“Aleppo is slowly dying. 
The water is being cut off 
and bombed – it’s just the 
latest act of inhumanity”. 

Thomas DESSET

LEADER

« Days of intense 

blitz spread death and 

destruction in the biggest 

«  It’s just the 

latest act of 

inhumanity. »
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Forces loyal to 
Bashar al-Assad 
advance on the old 
city, launching a 
large-scale ground 
attack on rebel-held 
areas of Aleppo. It 
was Syria’s cultural 
and economic 
hub before civil 
war broke out in 
2011, and is the 
last major urban 
center where rebels 
have a presence. 
Since the end of 
the ceasefire the 
19th of September, 
intensive bombing 
has prepared this 
strategical assault.

The air strikes 
that had mostly hit 
civilians killed 377 
people and injured 
hundreds more in 
the most intense 
aerial attacks of 
the five-year civil 
war. Nearly half 
of the casualties in 

eastern Aleppo have 
been minors, said 
a Syrian NGO for 
Human Rights. 

The use of special 
munitions, and 
especially bunker-
busting bombs, 
so powerful that 
the shock wave 
destroyed close 
buildings, has led 
Ban Ki-Moon, 
the UN Secretary 
General to say that 
those using “ever-
more destructive 
weapons in Syria” 

are committing war 
crimes. “Imagine 
a slaughterhouse. 
This is worse. Even 
a slaughterhouse 
is more humane.” 
The strikes also hit 
two hospitals and 
the White Helmet 
barracks, restricting 
d r a m a t i c a l l y 
the material and 
human means to 
treat the wounded, 
although rescuers 
were already 
o v e r w h e l m e d . 
Russia has been 
directly accused for 
taking part of this 
offensive.       

The loyalist forces, 
supported by 
armored units, 
took the district 
of Farafirah and 
opened multiple 
fronts in an apparent 
attempt to increase 
pressure on rebel 
forces experienced 

in 

close urban warfare. 

The aim of the 
strategy is to exhaust 
fighters and citizens, 
forcing them to 
surrender, and to 
avoid deadly ground 
battles for both 
sides. Nevertheless, 
the Associated Press 
quoted a rebel officer 
as saying the fighting 
would continue until 
opposition fighters 
were wiped out, but 
rebels insisted that 
their spirit had not 
been broken. 

A HAIL OF FIRE TO BREAK ALEPPO
Thomas DESSET

Illustration: An image provided by the White Helmets search and rescue group to show 
the aftermath of a government airstrike 

«  The air 
strikes killed 
377 people 
and injured 
hundreds 
more. »

«  The 
strategy is 

to exhauste 
fighters and 
ciitizens. »

3



PLEASE, STOP THE BOMBING!
Thomas DESSET

«BOOOOM». It is the mosat 
frequent message twitted by 
Bana Al-Abed, a seven years 
old girl living in the besieged 
Aleppo. Since the 24th of Sep-
tember, she is telling her daily 
life in a war-zone to 18.000 fol-
lowers. «Four hours to sleep un-
der bombing, it’s already a mi-
racle» testified by Skype her 
mother to The Guardian. 
«Please, stop killing us. I need 
peace to become a teacher. War 
is killing my dream». Like Bana, 
most of the children of the city 
have to stay home, fearing death 
all day long. Furthermore, the 
living conditions are dramatic 
and still going worst. “With 
clean water and food in very 
short supply, the number of 
people requiring urgent medical 
evacuations is likely to rise dra-

matically in the coming days” 
said Stephen O’Brien, the un-
dersecretary general for huma-
nitarian affairs of UNO.

Back to school?
Nevertheless, hope came again 
with the official reopening on 
Saturday of schools in the eas-
tern suburbs, although only a 
few kids actually held classes. 
This includes risks, as a school 
building that had been aban-
doned after being bombed pre-
viously was struck again on 
Sunday, causing no casualties. 
But an inhabitant testify it is 
worthwhile: “The best thing I 
have seen for 40 days now, since 
the start of the second siege, is 
seeing the children carrying 
their school bags and going to 
the school.”

Wissam Zarqa, a local teacher, 
says he is grateful the children 
are attempting to live a normal 
life, even if his students had to 
stay late after school on Sun-
day because warplanes were 
flying in the area. After sending 
a recording of the sounds of the 
games during recess, he said: 
“Sounds I used to hate before. 
Now I just love it. The noise the 
students make in the break has 
become a sign of life.”

Kids are back to school in Syria 4



ECONOMY

HYDROLIC FRACTURING OVERVIEW
Cédric Stanghellini

United Kingdom 
The British Government encourages the develop-
ment of fracking in UK. Shale gas is seen as a key 
resource for the future of the country. 2014’s le-
gislative reforms have made it easier for compa-
nies to drill for shale gas. There are taxes incen-

tives for exploration and the Secretary of State 
may give permission to drill even if local coun-
cils forbid. Permission for fracking is now given 
in North Yorkshire despite huge local opposition. 
Other localities are leaving the same example to 
finally accept fracking in their territories. 

France 
France has prohibited shale extractions using 
fracking since 2011 and therefore the Minister 
of Environment can’t accept to import shale gas 
due to environmental concerns. Recently, the 
French Minister of Environment said during the 
Parliament debate that she is examining legal 
way to ban also the import gas from hydraulic 
fracturing. 

Germany
An important fracking Study in Germany was 
published by the Federal Institute of Geos-
ciences and Natural Resources in January 
2016 and it considers fracking compatible 
with water resources. In June 2016, the Ger-
man Parliament voted a Moratorium for five 
years but this text allows four test drills for 
scientific purposes.

Northern Ireland 
The hydraulic fracturing regulation is 
the Northern Ireland competence, like 
in Scotland. The UK Government is 
not competent to award licenses there. 
There is no difference between licenses 
issued for conventional or unconven-
tional hydrocarbon. NI’s authorities 
are only empowered to award onshore 
oil and gas licenses; maritime space is 
under the control of the authorities in 
London. In 2011, four hydrocarbon li-

censes were awarded by the Northern 
Ireland Department of Enterprise, 
Trade and Investment. Exploration 
well was drilled near to Belfast recent-
ly but no oil was found. One license 
was also awarded by Westminster for 
the offshore area. In August 2014, the 
NI Minister of Environment declared 
that fracking could not take place in 
Northern Ireland without further evi-
dence of safety however this statement 

is not supported by legislation.

Drilling platform in York, UK Water polution - example in Colorado, USA
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THE DEBATE: FRACKING OR NOT FRACKING?
Cédric Stanghellini

LAST WEEK the Government has ap-
proved an horizontal fracking permit at 
a Cuadrilla site in Lancashire, northern 
England. Frackiang is the process of ex-
tracting shale gas from rocks to burn for 
energy. In August, Theresa May was 
contemplating the option of giving a direct 
payment to households in fracking affec-
ted areas. According to our information, 
the Government had not provided details 
about how much money households could 

receive. It said it could be up to £10,000 
per household. This vision is not shared 
by Jeremy Corbyn who promised to ban 
fracking if he wins the next general elec-
tion. Since 2011, the country has divided 
on the issue and politics have not yet found 
a way to fix the situation. To explain the 
whys and wherefores of the debate, Opi-
nionS talked to two shale gas experts.

Graph: Shale gas exploration  explained
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Mixed reactions surface after UK approves shale fracking
All fracking activities were stopped in the country in 2011 after a project in northwest England caused 
two minor earthquakes. The government chose to lift the ban a year later saying experts believed it only 

needed stricter monitoring.

Policeman and an anti-fracking 
activist at a rally  

Demonstration against fracking in London  



”YES, WE FRACK”

John Loughallen, 
Senior Energy 
consultant is the 
author of Shale gas, 
we love you. 

“I can’t understand 
why people are against 
shale gas development 
in UK. All serious 
studies conclude that 
shale gas reserves are a 
unique opportunity for 
the country to become 
energy-independent. I 
don’t believe in green 
energies because I’m 
sure nobody would 
like to return in the 
Middle Age, go back 
to using fireplaces and 
riding horses. 

I welcome Theresa 

May’s position 
because her idea will 
unlock job creation. 
Companies expect 
the Government to 
stop the anti-fracking 
movements, which 
deter investments. The 
Institute of Directors 
estimates that total 
shale gas investment 
could reach £3.7 
billion-a-year and 
bring up to 74,000 
new jobs. The anti-
fracking movement in 
UK, which is massive, 
slows the exploration 
process.
Anti-fracking activists 
are threatening to 
install protest camps 
around fracking zones 
in Lancashire and 

Yorkshire, and to stop 
drilling machines 
and rigs. What if 
these occupations 
could be scaled up in 
every drilling zone 
in England? Question 
is: Who are they to 
decide the future of 
our country? Also, I 
support leaving the 
EU because I think 
there is no other ways 
we can decide our own 
energy sector’s rules. 
Companies are under 
political pressure to 
leave the EU where 
polluting industries 
have to compete with 
each other and accept 
expensive measures 
to reduce their carbon 
emissions.”

John 

LOUGHALLEN

Senior Energy 

consultant 

Pro Fracking

Emily BOLOZON, 

Director of NGO 

Kiss the Earth. 

Against Fracking

“DON’T FRACK 
ME” 

Emily Bolozon, 
Director of the NGO 
Kiss the Earth.  

“With this type of 
cynical idea from the 
Government, poor 
families will accept 
this big amount 
of money and this 
will weaken the 
fracking opposition. 
The current pro-
fracking approach 
in UK shows how 
little interest the 
Government has in 
renewable energy 
solutions to climate 
change and it might 
be a foretaste of 
what UK authorities 
will do next without 
e n v i r o n m e n t 
European policy. 

According to the 
last report of the 
Committee on 
Climate Change 
(CCC) if the country 

wants to reduce 
its carbon impact, 
the exploitation 
of shale gas is a 
contradiction. In the 
current situation, 
the CCC considers 
that gas production 
could not be in line 
with carbon budget 
r e q u i r e m e n t s . 
Domestic production 
of shale gas will lead 
to additional carbon 
emissions and it is 
difficult to see how 
significant further 
emissions reductions 
could be found to 
offset the impact 
of additional fossil 
fuel production. The 
solution proposed 
by Government is 
to meet its carbon 
budgets by emission 
reduction in other 
sectors. A cockeyed 
idea. Everybody 
remembers why 
fracking was 
suspended in 2011 
after the first drill 
test in Lancashire: 

e a r t h q u a k e s . 
Recently, the U.S. 
Geological Survey 
(USGS) said that 
hydraulic fracturing 
activities cause a 
significant number 
of earthquakes in 
United-States. 

With groundwater 
and air pollution, 
e a r t h q u a k e s 
represent damaging 
consequences from 
fracking. How 
many deaths the 
pro-fracking lobby 
will kill? Also, job 
argument is failed 
because some 
country now create 
job with renewable 
energy investment. 
If we don’t do in UK, 
this will be been seen 
as mere economic 
cowardliness and 
incompetence.” 
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ROYAL HACK : 3,000 INTIMATE PICTURES OF 
PIPPA MIDDLETON IN THE HACKER’S HAND

Claire Marchal

GOSSIP

A ROYAL FAMILY CRISIS HAS 
BEEN AVOIDED THIS WEEK. 
Police arrested the hacker who stole 
this week more than 3,000 pictures of 
Pippa Middleton’s files.The theft has 
been committes by a 35 year-old man 
and directly on Pippa Middleton’s 
Icloud, which justified an important 
investigation between the police and 
specialists’ investigators. 

It could have been worse for Pippa 
Middleton, thanks to the preservation 
of her privacy by the Sun and the 
Daily Mail, which refused to pay 
£50,000 for the leaked doc and publish 
it.Nonetheless, this affair shows the 
difficulties for celebrities to protect 
their private lives.What a shame for 
William’s sister-in-law, who almost 
created another scandal in the Royal 
family. Indeed, this is not the first time 
that Pippa’s life leaked out in press.A 
Few months ago, the announcement of 
her wedding with the multimillionnaire 

James Matthews found the royal 
family in trouble. For sure, the fiancé’s 
family isn’t particularly a symbol 
of purity: drugs, sex and reality TV 
shows...Pippa Middleton must be 
careful if she hopes to stay in a good 
relationship with the Royal family. 

We can imagine how Buckingman 
would have reacted if private 
photographs of Prince Georges and 
Princess Charlotte had leaked. As we 
know, the Duc and Duchess express a 
strong desire to protect their children 
from every scandal. 

For sure, this is not Pippa’s fault and 
she couldn’t prepare herself for that 
kind of cyberattack, nevertheless, 
being a public personality induce 
danger and risk.Actually, this is not 
the first time that a hack like this one 
happened. Maybe it’s time for famous 
people to stop taking nude pictures 
and protect their own life first.

It’s too late for those who were dreaming about seeing James Matthews 
(Pippa's fiancé) naked, or the sister's duchess in her wedding dress. 

Pippa enjoys a quick swim topless
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WHAT DOES PIPPA MIDDELTON’S HACK 
SAYS ABOUT OUR PRIVACY ON INTERNET

Claire Marchal

THE WORLD has changed. 
Few years ago, robbers were into 
our houses, our flats, and were 
stealing our jewels, our precious 
books, our stereo systems or our 
cars. But the world has changed. 
No more hoods, no more 
burglary. Thieves stay in their 
home, in front of their computer.

They don’t need to know how to 
pick a lock, but they have to learn 
how to use a computer software, 
how to code, how to infiltrate 
our private life without leaving 
any traces behind.

This is how the Steve Job’s 
revolution looks like: a virtual 
world with virtual thefts, which 
didn’t left us enough time to 
prepare ourselves, to secure our 
privacy, to protect our data.That 
is the future that we need to 
build now.

In fact, a lot of progress have 
been made for 20 years. 
European Union has signed 
differents directives to improve 
the protection of publics and 
privates databases, in 1995 and 
in 1997.

Moreover, many campaigns have 
been organized to make citizens 
understand the risk on Internet 

and social media. European 
Union proposed onits website 
a slide explaining all differents 
ways to protect privacy online

However that suppose that people 
are looking for informations to 
learn how to protect themselves, 
and it would be naive to think 
so. Most of EU citizen are still 
ingenues with Internet, and they 
don’t even try to understand all 
the risks they incur.

And it is quite normal. In 2016, 
we have the right to believe 
our government and law are 
protecting us. Especially in 
a context of terrorism, when 
cyberattacks could be really 
more tragical than a thief of 
nude pictures of extra-marital 
relationships. 

While terrorism and ISIS crisis 
take over international lives and 
thoughts, knowledge about data 
and hacking continue to improve 
the danger and the possibilities 
for radical groups to infiltrate 
t e lecom mu n ica t ions .W h i le 
governments from all over the 
world try to find a way to protect 
civilians in their territories, 
evil is progressing on Internet.
Finally, while one of the major 
humanity crisis is happening, 

some hackers still try to steal 
your private files, discreetly.

What can we do? Maybe we 
could start to think about the 
major economic and informatics 
industries.Google and Facebook, 
for example, not only have to 
improve their privacy policies, 
but also they should allow police 
to read crypted message when it 
is necessary.

Whatsapp and Telegram, basing 
their communication on the 
privacy on their network, add 
fuel to the fire, and their CEO 
also have to look at themselves 
in the mirror.

Finally, lack of privacy of our 
data files isn’t people’s fault. 
Internet users should continue to 
post nude pictures, intimate files, 
some important documentations 
on their personalIcloud.This is 
a liberty and liberty can’t be 
changed, except to be improved.
Thieves will always exist, as 
they always existed on earth, 
across the ages and around the 
world.But you, government, 
lobbies and conglomerates, this 
is all your fault.

Be aware of that.

TWO WEEKS AGO, the sister’s Duchess Pippa Middelton experienced an intimacy 
violation as 3,000 private files have been hacked on her Icloud system. Beyond the 
fact that it could have been a critical situation for Royal Family, it mostly increased 

the lack of protection.
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HIGH SECURITY IN PARIS FOR 
THE TECHNO PARADE

Amandine Bessard

TOUR DE FRANCE

AFTER THE DEATH of 
a 21-year-old man who fell 
from a statue last year, the 
18th edition of the French 
Techno Parade will be under 
pressure on Saturday, inso-
much as Paris has been deeply 
threatened by terrorist attacks 
for a few months.

Composed of ten floats, the 
parade will stretch out 2 km, 
instead of the 5 km usually 
organised, with a huge po-
lice presence. These measures 
take place in a state of emer-
gency context proclaimed by 
the French President, Fran-
çois Hollande, after the hor-
rible 13 November attacks, 
responsible for 130 deaths 
and 413 injured people in Pa-
ris. 

During summer, other bar-
baric events occurred in the 
country, for instance in Nice, 
on July 14th, where an insane 
terrorist drove his car through 

the crowd after the National 
Day fireworks. In August, 
words even spread that the 
Techno Parade could be can-
celled like Lille flea market 
and other unavoidable French 
events. 
 

According to the AFP, Po-
lice Prefecture declared that 
« a huge police presence with 
pre-filtering will be set up. 
The circulation will be cut too 
» to ensure the security of the 
400,000 participants expec-
ted. 
Even if everything could hap-
pen, the organizer Technopol, 
an association which fights 
for the recognition of elec-
tronic music, considers the 
upholding as a strong victory. 

‘We must continue to live 
and have fun’ insisted Tom-
my Vaudecrane, president of 
Technopol. A thing that elec-
tro lovers will not miss to do, 
surrounded by police officers, 
from midday near the Ri-
ver Seine to 7pm at Bastille. 
Place de la Rebublique, where 
hundreds of candles had been 
dropped off to pay tribute to 
the victims of terrorism will 
not be in the itinerary contra-
ry to the habits. Something 
which is not surprising in-
somuch a young guy killed 
himself during last edition by 
falling from a statue on that 
special place. It has been the 
first serious incident since 
1998, date of creation.

CHISTOPHER, 21, DIED LAST YEAR 
During the last edition of the Techno Parade, the young Chris-
topher, only 21, died by falling from a statue where he was dan-
cing encouraged by the crowd. His mother said ‘it was not a sui-

cide but a murder’.

« We must conti-
nue to live and 

have fun. »

« A huge police pre-
sence with pre-filte-
ring will be set up. 

The circulation will be 
cut too. »

Paris Police forces patroling among party-goes
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INTERVIEW OF SAMI 
KEFY: « WE ARE 

BACK IN
 TECHNO PARADE! »

Amandine Bessard

Samy Kefy and his team will represent Tunisia in the Techno Parade. In collabora-
tion with We are Tunisia, they promise the festival-goers some good vibes!

Amandine Bessard: Could you present your label in few words?
Samy Kefy: Sound of Carthage is an artistic project founded in 2010 which represents of-
ficially Tunisia in Techno Parade. We work with a lot of young DJs from trance to electro 
because we think everyone could be given the chance to mix, sing or even do any form of 
expression. In Tunisia, artists practice music more than a simple hobby; they use it as a 
strong way to share emotions and political involvements.

A.B.: In 2010, you decided to launch you first float in Techno Parade, tell us why?
S.K.: Part of. In fact, the first float was in September 2010, so two months before the Jas-
mine Revolution’s uprisings! Climate was already tense in Tunisia therefore techno music 
was a previous method to express disagreement. After the success of the first edition, it see-
med normal to carry on the adventure. I even remembered that François Mitterand, former 
Minister of Culture, came on our float and danced for the Flash Mob! In 2011, we were so 
proud to parade as guest of honour. It was a double victory for our DJ’s : on the one hand 
they managed to do the revolution in their country. On the other, they were able to express 
themselves in Paris and share the culture they had fought for.

A.B.: You have been absent during two years. Why this comeback in 2016?
S.K.: You know, when you taste Techno Parade once, we cannot live without then… These 
two years of absence are mostly due to a lack of financings, that is why we have decided to 
collaborate with We are Tunisia. The National Office of Tunisia is also helping us a lot. We 
are back in Techno Parade! It is good a good feeling! I would tend to think it is the perfect 
moment to do so, regarding the current violence emerging from the failed Coup d’Etat or the 
terrorist attacks in Bardo and Sousse in 2015. It has a huge symbolic impact!

DJ playing music Young men acting dancing

Samy Kefy (left) is the man behind Sound of Carthage’
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IF THEY CAN’T DRIVE, LET THEM RIDE
Lorraine Goumot

PARIS (PARIS CITY 
HALL) OUTLAWED 
PRIVATE CARS from 
650 kilometers of Paris 
streets. Anne Hidalgo, 
the left wing mayor of 
Paris has being going to 
war against cars – and 
Parisian drivers – for 
more than a year, and 
openly promotes her 
goal to turn Paris into 
a no-car zone in a near 
future. 

Her vendetta started 
last September, when 
she promoted the first 
“Journée Sans Voiture” 
(Car-free Day), in 
response to a rise in air 
pollution that briefly 
made the French capital 
the most polluted city 
in the world according 
to French standards. 
It is worth noting that 
according to China’s 
standards a record 
high pollution level in 
Paris is comparable to 
a acceptable pollution 
level in Beijing, i.e. a 
“normal” day in the 
Chinese capital.

In March 2016, Mrs. 
Hidalgo backed a 
regular “Paris Respire” 

(Paris Breathes) day 
on the first Sunday 
of the month, with 
traffic cleared from 
the Champs Elysées 
and most surrounding 
streets. She has been 
since pushing through 
plans to pedestrianize a 
busy expressway along 
the Seine. 

Last weekend, the 
French capital closed 
650 kilometers (400 
miles) of streets to cars 
in an “XXL” version 
of the event to mark 
World Car-Free Day. 
The government also 
limited speed to 20 
kilometer per hour 
(12 miles per hour). 
Public buses and taxis 
were permitted, being 
the only motorized 
means of transportation 
for Parisians on a 
– ironically – rainy 

Sunday. 

The Ville de Paris’ goal 
was to increase citizens’ 
awareness of the need to 
limit the use of cars. It 
also aims at convincing 
other cities in the World 
that they “can and 
must develop concrete 
measures to fight 
against traffic-related 
air pollution” according 
to the Mayor’s Tweeter 
account. Airparif, 
the official pollution 
agency in Paris, 
officially announced 
there was indeed a 
drop of 20 to 35 % in 
nitrogen oxide (NOX) 
within the restricted 
areas last Sunday.

But where did all the 
cars go? If the air quality 
in downtown Paris was 
notably good, it was 
probably terrible in the 
suburban areas were 
the traffic shifted. The 
Peripherique (the Paris 
ring road) for instance 
was blocked for most 
of the day. It is easy to 
do the math and assume 
that it resulted in a 
higher pollution level in 
Paris outer areas. Will 

Airparif also release 
data about regional 
pollution levels on that 
particular Sunday? 

Industrial emissions and 
power plants account 
for the bulk of most 
big cities’ air-quality 
problems, including 
London, Frankfurt, 
Beijing or Delhi. That 
should serve as a kind 
reminder to Mrs. 
Hidalgo that pollution 
is not the fault of cars 
alone. As mayor, she 
should know that Paris 
region’s industries 
cause the most particle 
emissions at 30 percent 
of the total. Are Mrs. 
Hidalgo and her team 
planning a “Journée 
Sans Usine” (Plant-
free day) during which 
all plants located in 
Ile-de-France will be 
forced to shut down for 
a full day? Maybe then, 
Parisians will enjoy the 
deep calm and fresh 
air of the city as they 
choose to ride bicycles 
instead of driving their 
cars.  

« It is easy to 
do the math 
and assume 

that it resulted 
in a higher 

pollution level 
in Paris outer 

areas. »

Free to ride in car-empy streets in downtown Paris 12



A TALE OF TWO CITIES
Lorraine Goumot

IT WAS THE BEST 
OF TIMEs for bicycles, 
non-motorized scoo-
ters, skateboards and 
rollerblades and pedes-
trians. It was the worst of 
times for all the others. 

Last Sunday, Mrs. Anne 
Hidalgo, ex girlfriend of 
the French President and 
current Mayor of Paris, 
has unilaterally decided to 
prevent all cars from circu-
lating in Paris from 11am 
to 6pm. The initiative pre-
viously experimented at a 
smaller scale last year was 
meant to increase citizens’ 
awareness of the need 
to limit the use of cars.

No doubt that for most 
downtown Parisians, the 
initiative was a great 
one. That includes people 
who did not need to work 
on Sunday, or travel out 
of town, and for those 
who were happy to stay 
in their local neighbo-
rhood on a Sunday.
For all the others: those 
who actually live outside 
Paris (50% of people who 
work in Paris don’t live 
there), workers (e.g.: res-
taurant staff; Paris counts 
40,000 restaurants), deli-
very vans, Parisian visi-
ting friends and relatives, 
travellers, and for most 
tourists, it was a terrible 
rainy and hopeless day.
Sunday evening, the City 
Hall tweeted “Journée 
Sans Voiture was a genuine 
celebration for lovers of 
soft modes of transport”. 

This is reminding eve-
ryone that Mrs. Hidalgo’s 
vision of Parisians is a 
joke. Parisians are not 
all “lovers”, i.e. lovers 
of soft modes of trans-
port, lovers of parades, 
lovers of demonstrations, 
lovers of strikes, lovers 
of the 35-hour week… 
Most Parisians are em-
ployees, business owners, 
or students. Parisians 
and their neighbors do 
not support her efforts at 
turning France’s capital 
city into a Museum, or a 
third-tier city only hosting 
cultural and music festi-
vals. Paris is the country’s 
economic capital and 
should be a city that never 
sleeps. People who have 
made the choice and live 
there wish to live in a big 
city, even if that means 
getting stuck in traffic. 

Parisians and individuals 
with common sense sup-
port the idea that traf-
fic jams can actually 
be a good thing. A sign 
that the city is alive. 
Circulation of people, 
goods and ideas require 
efficient, numerous and 
varied means of transpor-
tation, including private 
cars. A vain attempt at 
cleaning the air atop nice 
and wealthy downtown 
Paris’ sky and ends up 
merely shifting the pollu-
tion to the suburban cities 
rather than reducing it, is 
definitely not a good sign. 

Some reactions on Twitter 

«Mob of byclicles, such a pain in the keister.»

«Scandalous. 
Hindrances to entre-
preneurial freedom»

«Victory for the Greens! Paris 
is ours! Great job» 

«Paris is ours! Let’s breathe!»

« It’s only about communication 
and it had no positive impact on 

the environment!» 
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Cedric Stanghellini

MARGARET THATCHER «DON’T BURY MY 
IDEAS SO QUICKLY»

WEEKLY POLITICAL FICTIONS

EXCLUSIVE With the help 
of our medium, Margaret 
Thatcher accepted to be inter-
viewed in OpinionS. It is her 
first public declaration since 
her death and the Iron Lady 
hasn’t lost her shape. 
 
OpinionS: Queen Elisabeth 
ruled over the UK for 64 years 
and she cele-
brates this year 
her 90th birt-
hday. What’s 
your reaction? 
Margaret Thatcher: Apparent-
ly, she refuses to join me and I 
have never thought she could 
live that long. Despite her nice 
appearance in public, she is very 
rude in private. I keep a very 
bad memory of our face-to-face 
meeting. Usually, I refused to 
leave her advices because she li-
ves completely cut off from the 
rest of the country.     

O: Have you never had ap-
peased relation together?
MG: Never! I will give you a 
scoop. The first day when I met 
her, her ugly dogs peed on my 
handbag. She didn’t apologise 
and just said “My corgis don’t 
like poor taste”. I am sure she 
was jealous of my hair because 
since her coronation she is bald 
as a coot. Until this day, I un-
derstood how our relation will 
be. 

O: You stayed eleven years in 
Downing Street, the second 
longer mandate in the UK his-
tory. What do you think about 

your successors?
MG: To be honest, I am despe-
rate because they didn’t have 
between their legs that I had 
in each of my decision. I can-
not have an opinion for Theresa 
May, she is just arrived. But I 
am waiting her first results. 

OpinionS: Is this a force to a 
woman in the head of 
the country? 
I don’t believe, it is just 
depending who you are 
and if you are power-

ful or not. PM May looks like 
a strong politician and she has 
a big challenge: say good bye 
to EU and say no to migrants. 
I hope she will take example 
of my intransigence 
with miners.   

O: Is not sure that 
she wants your 
unpopularity. How 
did you feel during your fune-
rals with the criticisms? 
MG: I will tell you my thinking: 
in one century, we will remem-
ber only my name. I was the bet-
ter PM in the UK history. Don’t 
bury my ideas so quickly, I had 
a real political vision. 

O: Could you choose on me-
mory of your mandate? 
MG: Well… I will never forget 
my strange report with the Pre-
sident Reagan. He was comple-
tely submitted of my decisions 
and I called him every day. 
Maybe he was a bit in love of 
my English charm. 

O: Do you have another funny 
moment to share? 
MG: I had a secret. I loved to 
stay in the armchair in the PM 
desk and looked the protract of 
Churchill in his eyes. I enjoyed 
to tell him “Look, I am doing 
that you, the king of misogynist, 
has never did!” 

O: How did you live mental 
degradation?
MG: It was very sad for my fa-
mily and at the end I couldn’t 
remember them. People stopped 
to call me and nobody asked 
me some political advices. My 
last days were so long and my 
breakdown so deep. 

O: Thank you 
Margaret to 
give some of 
your time for 
OpinionS. 
MG: You are 

welcome. Now I have to go, 
I like to move my shadow and 
drop some glasses in Buckin-
gham Palace. Goodbye!  

« I am waiting 
Theresa May’s first 

results. »

« People stopped calling 
me and nobody asked 

me for political 
advices. »

Upset Iron Lady
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NOTHING REMAINS OF MARINE LE PEN
Margaux Deygas

MARINE LE PEN is gone. Hours after the crash 
of her private jet near Marseille, «the pieces of 
flesh found at the scene of the crash are still being 
identified» according to the forensic team on site. 
This is what remains of the most powerful women 
in France and the only female leader of a far-right 
party in the European Union.

The President of the National Front and her com-
panion Louis Aliot had decided to take a few days 
off in Corsica after an exhausting presidential 
campaign. The two lovers who did not live to-
gether everyday took advantage of the holiday to 
spend more time together. Each year the place of 
their holidays varied. Their house in Millas in the 
Pyrénées-Orientales, the Morbihan, La Trinité sur 
Mer. This year it was Corsica which was chosen 
by the couple. A villa near Ajaccio had been reser-
ved in the name of Marine Le Pen. On the program 
we imagine they have planned boat trips, tanning 
sessions in bikini, swimming, reading.

The plane immediately caught fire
Unfortunately both vacationers will never reach 
their destination. The Gulfstream IV from Jet Net 
company which was carrying them crashed at 
the end of the runway of the airfield of the In-
ternational airport of Le Castellet, near Marseille. 
The plane had taken off from Paris at 11:00 am 
local time and was scheduled to land in Ajaccio 
at 12.45. At 12:00 the pilot contacted the control 
tower citing a technical problem. He attempted an 
emergency landing at the airport of Le Castellet, 

unsuccessfully. Part of the aircraft immediately 
caught fire, leaving no chance to Marine Le Pen, 
Louis Aliot and the seven members of the aircrew 
to survive. As every morning, Olivier G. was dri-
ving to work by taking the road along the airport 
when he saw the plane crashing. «It was very im-
pressive! I saw the plane sway then it caught fire. I 
called for help and only few hours later then when 
I arrived at work I learned that Marine Le Pen was 
inside».When rescuers arrived on the scene «there 
was nothing more to do, everyone was already 
dead», according to the firemen’s chief. Then the 
fire was quickly extinguished.

Reactions over France
Hours after the crash all of the French political 
class and some citizens expressed their condo-
lences to the family Le Pen. On Twitter reactions 
were more virulent, some rejoicing in the death 
of the president of the National Front. Within the 
National Front, relatives of Marine Le Pen made 
themselves fairly quiet since the announcement of 
her death.
In a statement, Marion Maréchal Le Pen, her nie-
ce, spoke about a «bereaved family».

Now it only remains to wait for the identification 
of the bodies to know the date of the funeral of 
Marine Le Pen and her partner Louis Aliot. 

Mrs Le Pen and her  partner, Mr Aliot last month Picture from the crash

In this week’s edition, our journalist has imagined that Marine Le Pen, President of 
Front National - socially conservative and nationalist political party in France - di-

sappeared in  airplane crash...
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WITHOUT MARINE LE PEN, WHAT FUTURE 
FOR THE FN? 

Margaux Deygas

On the eve of the funeral of Marine Le Pen and her partner Louis Aliot, the question of the 
future of the extreme right party has already arisen. We asked Nonna Mayer, a sociologist 
and political scientist who has worked on the FN, about the future of the national front 
after the death of Marine Le Pen. She said the war between Marion Maréchal Le Pen and 
Florian Philippot is only at its beginning. As for Jean-Marie Le Pen, he could take action 

and creates his own political party.

OpinionS: According to you 
who is going to win for the pre-
sidency of the FN
Nonna Mayer: At this time, 
it is hard to know. These two 
strong personalities of the FN are 
known for their divergent views. 
Some think Marion MLP is not 
strong enough to withstand the 
attacks she would suffer. Howe-
ver she has the advantage of se-
duce the electorate torn between 
the right and the FN while reas-
suring at the same time the old 
party activists. As for Florian 
Philippot some fear that with him 
the party will be divided. Indeed, 
Jean-Marie Le Pen could take 
the opportunity to gather some 
of the extreme right and create 
a new party. However, Florian 
Philippot seduced popular cate-
gories through a social discourse 
and plays on his profile of tech-
nocrat. Indeed, the first player 
highlights the economic thought 
of the FN, very liberal, while the 
second plays on the social move-
ment. Finally there is a clash of 
two different visions.

O: And what about the original 
leader of the FN, Jean Marie Le 
Pen who was excluded from the 
party in 2015?
NM: Since his ouster from the 
party in 2015, Jean Marie Le 
Pen had hoped to create his own 
and to invest its own parliamen-
tary candidates. He had already 
created his own movement called 
‘Jeanne au secours’. Finally, 
the party is not created yet due 
to a lack of resources. Howe-
ver he had already met other 
former members of the FN, his 
old friends, all excluded from 
FN discreetly. They are current-
ly one hundred mainly in PACA 
and Ile de France where his main 
networks are. Some of them de-
cided to presente themselves as 
independent candidates in some 
constituencies for parliamenta-
ry elections and face the official 
candidate of the FN. However, 
Marine Le Pen’s death questions 
everything.
He is very close to Marion Maré-
chal Le Pen and none of his old 
friends was declared candidate 
in the Vaucluse, his granddaugh-
ter’s department. So we can ima-
gine that if she assumes the pre-
sidency of the National Front, he 
will be reinstated in the party and 
abandon its proposed to create a 
new one. However, he is unlikely 
to become the leader again. This 
scenario has the advantage for 
the FN to gather again much of 

the extreme right forces.However 
if Florian Philippot becomes the 
party’s president, Jean Marie Le 
Pen would continue in his idea 
ofcreating his own. We know that 
the iconic leader of the party does 
not appreciate Philippot. He said 
about him that he did not meet 
the ‘spirit of the National Front’. 

According to him, Florian Philip-
pot is ‘an official from the Inte-
rior Ministry wants to impose its 
ideas’. He also held homopho-
bic remarks against him in May 
2016. This could affect the FN 
which would loose a lot of old 
militants.

O: A final word to conclude?
NM: What is certain is that Ma-
rion Maréchal Le Pen and Florian 
Philippot, who do not appreciate 
each other, will have an impor-
tant role to play in the political 
future of the FN. We do not have 
to forget Jean Marie Le Pen also. 
The question is whether he will 
play a role in the party or if he 
will finally create his own.

« The question of succes-
sion of Marine Le Pen at 
the head of the party is 
already debate. Who is 

going to win? Her niece, 
Marion Maréchal Le Pen 

or the popular Florian 
Philippot? And what about 

Jean Marie Le Pen, the 
iconic leader? »

Noona Mayer, sociologist
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WEEKLY MOVIE REVIEWS

Claire Marchal 

WHY JUSTE LA FIN DU MONDE MIGHT BE A 
MASTERPIECE

THIS IS A MOVIE YOU 
MUST SEE. You know, that 
kind of piece of art you won’t 
forget, across ages and even 
if you see thousands of mo-
vies after it. Juste la fin du 
Monde, in its way, might be 
Xavier Dolan’s masterpiece. 
Some people will say these first 
words are too strong and perso-
nal. Maybe, you, readers, will 
think I am crazy to consider 

Xavier Dolan at his best 
with his last movie. Fi-
nally, you might be right. 
Juste la fin du monde is a story 
about family, nostalgia, heart-
break and love, topics which 
are recurrent in Dolan’s work. 
Movie after movie, he revealed 
differents failures from his 
past to his audience : his ho-
mosexuality, his relationship 
with his mother, his lovers, men 
and above all about his vision 
of the youth’s idendity crisis. 
J’ai tué ma mère was a 
young first movie, full  
of incertitude and inner self. 
Les Amours Imaginaires was 
reflecting the pain of first 
love. Mommy was another step 
into the treatment of family is-
sues and the need of liberty 

which lives in all young spirits. 
Juste la fin du Monde, finally, is 
a fabulous mix of all these to-
pics, put together in one story, 
one family, one house, one day. 

This is why this movie might 
be the best of Xavier Dolan.
He successfully tells a diffi-
cult story which takes place in 
days and places that we won’t 
know nothing about. He re-
lates family issues with no be-
ginning and no end, with ques-
tions and no answers. Not only 
it makes this movie powerfull 
and intriguing, it also requires 
us to watch and listen family 
members whose decency re-
veals the final point of a wrench. 

While we are looking at this 
family destroying itself from 
the inside, our incapacity to 

understand and solve the pro-
blem made us feel all the 
complexity of love’s issues.
It is easy to understand why 
Juste la fin du monde divides 
that much its audience. Being 
entirely out of understanding 
and revelation might be distur-
bing. Watching Vincent Cassel’s 
distress, listening to Léa Sey-
doux’s interrogations, hoping 
that Nathalie Huppert finally un-
dersand her son, waiting for Ma-
rion Cotillard’s words... It makes 
the audience feel powerless. 

This movie is based on frustra-
tion and expectation, the most 
important being the question we 
all asked ourselves during the 
screening : Will they say the truth 
? Will the main character be able 
to free his family from its pain ? 
Cinema is subjective. It some-
times touch our soul, our feeling, 
our heart without explaination.

These cases, rare but strong, are 
what we are all looking for when 
we go to cinema: feel something, 
be shake, not find our words to 
describe the experience we just 
lived. It happens with this mo-
vie. This is why Juste la fin du 
monde is a masterpiece. 

« Juste la fin du 
Monde, finally, is 
a fabulous mix of 

all these topics, put 
together in one sto-
ry, one family, one 
house, one day. »
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THANK YOU XAVIER DOLAN, NOW I KNOW 
EXACTLY HOW MY WATCH WORKS (INTO 

MUCH DETAILS)
Cedric Stanghellini

WHAT IS THE CONNECTION between the mo-
vie and my watch? Well, watching Juste la fin du 
monde – new movie from Xavier Dolan - was a 
torture to me so I kept looking at my watch. As 
soon as the movie started, I imagined myself miles 
away from the cinema and wished I was doing so-
mething more useful that just sitting there. I kept 
looking at my watch wondering when I would be 
able to leave the screening room.  

Don’t ask me about the scenario - I have no clue. 
Apparently, a Canadian terminally ill guy returns 
home where his mother is making a salad ; his 
brother is screaming ; his sister-in-law stammers ; 
and his sister is smocking pot. Who wants to come 
back in this kind of family? Nobody! So, why does 
Dolan force that to spectators? I don’t know.

As a producer, Dolan made a common mistake: 
he hired great and famous actors and thought that 
would do the job. What is the result? Each perfor-
mer plays only for him or herself and completely 
forgets the core of the story. 

Vincent Cassel plays the character he had in La 
Haine, Léa Seydoux plays her character from the 
movie Blue Is the Warmest Colour, Marion Cotil-
lard replays her character from La Vie en Rose and 

Gaspard Ulliel… well, 
he never really had so-
mething to say in his 
past movies.  

There is one exception: 
Nathalie Baye! Back 
in my seat, as soon as 
I heard her voice, I 

immediately stoped looking at my watch and did 
watch the movie for a while. She teaches an acting 
lesson to the other actors.  

Dear reader, I am sorry but I don’t have any much 
to tell you about Juste la fin du monde. One last de-
tail you might be interest in: Nathalie Baye makes 
salad with cheese, cucumber, corn and mayonnaise 
(yes, you can throw up!).

«Don’t ask 
me about the 

scenario. I have 
no clue. »

Juste la Fin du Monde’s actors and Dolan in Cannes in May 2016 19



HOROSCOPE 
Get the inside track. Reach into yourself where ideas simmer when you feel the urge to create 
today and you will. This week, things seemingly happen out of the blue with a Venus/Ura-
nus jolt of surprises. It could be positive as you discover something in an unexpected way.

ARIES - MAR 21 – APR 19
Love: It’s your turn to be hap-
py! This week, be ready to meet 
someone you won’t forget.
Job: Stop blaming yourself if you 
don’t succeed everyday. Hard work 
will pay. 

TAURUS - APR 20 – MAY 20
Love: Don’t let your lover tell you 
what you should and shouldn’t do. 
You are a free and independant per-
son: so dump him/her!
Job: Bad atmosphere at work? May-
be you should try to be a funnier 
colleague. Learn new jokes at night, 
and rock the office in the morning!

GEMINI - MAY 21 – JUN 20
Love: Hum, being in love feels 
good, right? Too bad that the loved 
one is your boss. Don’t forget to se-
parate the business from the perso-
nal.
Job: Be careful, having too inti-
mate a relationship with a manager 
arouse envy, and you certainly don’t 
want your co-workers to hate you.

CANCER - JUN 21 – JUL 22
Love: Try to not forget your bra and 
your underpants at you paramour’s 
house, your husband/wife won’t 
forgive you  every time!
Job: Work sucks. Quit your boring 
job and start a new life in Auvergne, 
France, where cheese and moun-
tains will welcome you much more 
than your boss.

LEO - JUL 23 – AUG 22
Love: After a bad week, relax your-
self. Drink a smoothie and get into 
your flannelette pyjamas, watch the 
last Bridget Jones’s movie and en-
joy being alone.
Job: Maybe it’s time to hurry up 
and start to be efficient, or you can 
say goodbye to your promotion.

VIRGO - AUG 23 – SEP 22
Love: Tinder is not for you. This 
week, try Meetic !
Job: Read a book, learn some skills, 
do multiplications... In short, stop 
being that dumb.

LIBRA - SEP 23 – OCT 22
Love: Stop trying.
Job: Smoke and drink isn’t conside-
red as a job, you know that, right?

SCORPIO - OCT 23 – NOV 21
Love: You’re in love and happy. 
Kindly  enjoy, cause it never last.
Job: Planet are aligned. Jupiter and 
Mars are precisely coming together 
and you’re about to make money.

SAGITTARIUS - NOV 22 – DEC 
21
Love: Love, love, love....
Job: What a magnetic person! Eve-
ryone’s smiling when you walk in 
your office. Impressive.

CAPRICORN - DEC 22 – JAN 19
Love: If you are single, the best 
time to meet your soulmate extends 
from 15 October to 25 November. 
After that, you won’t have a chance 
to find love. Hurry up!
Job: Jupiter will help you reach your 
goals, you have nothing to fear. Sun 
is shining, Enjoy!

AQUARIUS - JAN 20- FEB 18
Love: You feel good about yourself. 
One single thing is just missing: 
love. Be patient because it will not 
happen right now.
Job: At the office nobody sees your 
skills. Maybe because you do not 
have any talent. Be brave!

PISCES - FEB 19 - MAR 20
Love: Stop crying, your life is not 
so bad. Someone at your office may 
find you amazing. If she/he is beau-
tiful/handsome and fit, go for it!
Job: Maybe this week you will 
get a promotion. Maybe not. Who 
knows?
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