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Description of Germany  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Germany 
 

Capital: Berlin 

Language: German 

 

Strengths: 

Area: 357,000 km², 2nd largest in Europe  

Population: 81,000,000, 1st in Europe 

 

GDP: 4th country in the World and 1st in 

Europe (in 2015) 

GDP growth: +2,1% (Q4 2015)  

Unemployment: 4.3% (Feb. 2016)  

 

Weaknesses:  

Median age: 42 years – older population in 

Europe and 2nd in the world (after Japan)  

Fertility rate: 1.44 births/woman –

3population replacement is at 2,1 

births/woman  
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Link:  

Current economic 

indicators of Germany 

http://www.tradingeconomics.com/germany/indicators
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Political system 
Germany is a democratic, federal parliamentary republic.  

 

Federal State: 

 Executive power: The President of Germany is the head 

of the State and has a role which is more than 

ceremonial. The Federal Chancellor, head of 

Government, has constitutional power and is elected by 

and responsible to the parliament.  Angela Merkel is the 

current Chancellor. 

 Legislative power: There are two houses: the 

Bundestad (the parliament of Germany with 630 

members) and the Budesrat (the representative body of 

the German’s regional States with 69 members).  

 

Länder:  

Germany is composed by 16 federal regional states, called 

Länder. Each of them has a local government and local 

assembly (Landtag).  
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Energy Context in Germany 

Worldwide and European leader of green energy  
 

2000:  Renewable Energy Act introduces the Germany's 

energy transition, called the ‘Energiewende’  

Ambitious objectives:   

- greenhouse gas reductions: 80–95% reduction by 2050 

- renewable energy targets: 60% share by 2050 (renewables - 

broadly defined as hydro, solar and wind power) 

- energy efficiency: electricity efficiency up by 50% by 2050 
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But a carbon country 
 

Main sources of electricity are coal and gas: 43,2% and 

10% of energy produced.  

Germany has its own mining of coal and gas production.  

Nuclear power: objective to phase-out all nuclear power 

by 2022.  

 

According to fossil energies lobby: the rapid growth of 

renewable energy causes a growth of electricity bills.  

=> Green energy development slows before 5 years.  

Link:  

Understand the 

‘Energiewende’ 

Link:  

German Minister 

of Energy 

Link: Energy 

International Agency 

Current indicators of 

energy in Germany  

http://energytransition.de/
http://www.bmwi.de/EN/Topics/energy.html
http://www.eia.gov/beta/international/country.cfm?iso=DEU


Germany and Shale gas context 

Large shale gas supplies  
 

Germany imports 85% of its gas 

consumed.  

 

 

Important shale gas reserves found in 

Northwest, in the regions North Rhine-

Westphalia and Lower Saxony.  

 

 

2008: One test drilling by the conpany 

Exxon Mobile   

=> Encouraging results.   
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Link: Complete story of 

fracking in Germany  

http://www.shale-gas-information-platform.org/areas/the-debate/shale-gas-in-germany-the-current-status.html


Opposition and Studies 6 

Important local opposition  
 

Several citizens’ initiatives against shale gas production were 

founded.  

 The fracking debate became a national issue.  
 

2011:  

Decision to not award licences and do studies.  

Anti-fracking 

demonstration 

in Berlin 

 

Rally in the 

drilling area 

Several studies to know the risk 
 

April 2012: 

Study done by a panel of experts in conjunction with 

‘ExxonMobil’s hydrofracking dialogue’.  

=> Despite the sponsor, the conclusion is not positive. 
 

September 2012: 

Study publishes by the German Federal Environment Agency.  

 “It’s necessary to take account of local residents, growers, 

the food processing industry, water resource management”.  
 

November 2014: 

Study publishes by the Federal Environment Agency.  

=> “Necessity to write a clear legal framework formulated to 

protect the environment”.   

Link: Read 

this Study 

Link: Read 

this Study 

Link: Read 

this Study 

[DE] 

http://dialog-erdgasundfrac.de/sites/dialog-erdgasundfrac.de/files/Ex_HydrofrackingRiskAssessment_120611.pdf
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/sites/default/files/medien/461/publikationen/4346-1.pdf
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/sites/default/files/medien/376/publikationen/position_fracking_zur_schiefergasfoerderung.pdf


German Government proposed a Fracking Bill  

 

April 2015: 

German Cabinet decided to allow shale gas 

fracking  

BUT only under strict regulation: 

 Area bans: Prohibition in sensitive regions like 

parks or water bore areas; 

 Technical bans: Prohibition in depths above 

3,000 meters.  

 

June 2015: 

Deputies members of the grand coalition (CDU, 

SPD and CSU ) don’t have the same views:  

- some find regulations too strict for commercial 

shale gas development and support the hydrocarbon 

industry;  

- some find the same regulations too light and 

demand the complete banning of fracking.  

 

The Green Party (Bündnis 90/Die Grünen) and The 

Left Party (Linkspartei) are anti-fracking but they 

are not part of the Government coalition.  

Since the proposition? 

 

NOTHING   

The grand coalition has 

postponed the decision on 

planned agreements for 

fracking to the period after 

the summer break.  

7 German legislative process 

Angela 

Merkel, 
Chancellor of 

Germany since 

2013, leads a 

large coalition 

with right 

parties. 
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A Study which minimises hydraulic 

 fracturing consequences  

 

January 2016:  

Federal Institute of Geosciences and Natural Resources publishes of a 

study:   

Large potential for shale gas technically recoverable: 0.3 to 2.2 trillion 

cubic meters (or 11.3 to 71.7 trillion cubic feet).  

 Double surprises:  

-  Considerably more than the estimate of U.S.  Energy 

Information Administration in April 2013;  

- These results greatly exceed conventional natural gas resources and 

reserves.  

 

Conclusions of the study:  

Hydraulic fracturing is compatible with the protection of drinking 

water supply.    

“Injected fracture fluids will not migrate into shallow groundwater 

bodies used for production of drinking water“.  

Fracking in Germany: Outlook 

Link: Read the 

Study [DE]  

German anti-fracking activists 

http://www.bgr.bund.de/DE/Themen/Energie/Downloads/Abschlussbericht_13MB_Schieferoelgaspotenzial_Deutschland_2016.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=5


9 Fracking in Germany: Outlook 

Five Years Moratorium voted 
 

June 2016: 

 One year after a first Government proposition to regulate 

fracking, the German Parliament voted draft law to 

minimise risks in fracking process.  
 

The text amends the water and land protection Act and 

introduces three main consequences: 

– Ban unconventional fracking and conventional drilling not 

permitted in zones supplying water for consumption; 

– Lawmakers to review the ban in 2021; 

– Give German local authorities a veto right in whether to 

allow conventional fracking on their territory. 

Link: Friends of the Earth 

Germany, Fracking 

information in Germany [DE]  

The Bundestag 

But it’s not a banning 
 

- The text allows nationwide excepting four test 

probes for scientific purposes and;  

- The moratorium runs only for five years.   

Link:  

Explanation of the 

text voted [DE]  

http://www.bund.net/themen_und_projekte/klima_und_energie/kohle_oel_und_gas/fracking/
http://www.bundestag.de/dokumente/textarchiv/2016/kw25-de-fracking/429014

